
Unit 1
Foundations of Government

Duration 14 days (Aug. 19-Sept 6) Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-12.GV.2.CC.D
Compare and contrast the structure and function of democratic governments and authoritarian governments, noting their impact on 
people, groups, and societies.

9-12.GV.3.CC.B Explain how concerns over a strong central government were addressed to provide for ratification of the Constitution.

Supporting Standard(s)

9-12.GV.2.CC.A Trace the evolution of government in the English colonies to explain American colonists’ expectations for self-rule.
9-12.GV.2.CC.B Analyze the Declaration of Independence to determine the influence of classical and Enlightenment thought on revolutionary ideas.

9-12.GV.2.CC.C
Evaluate the extent to which decisions made in the Constitutional Convention were influenced by previous models of government 
and experiences under British rule.

9-12.GV.2.GS.A Analyze how the codification of law impacted early civilizations and shaped enduring concepts, government law, and social order.

9-12.GV.2.GS.B
Apply the concepts of natural law, social contract, due process of law, and popular sovereignty to explain the purposes and legacy 
of the Declaration of Independence.

9-12.GV.2.GS.C Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation to explain its failure as a national government.
9-12.GV.2.G.A Analyze how geography of North America influenced the governmental systems which developed there.

9-12.GV.2.EC.A
Analyze the impact of economics and economic theories on the formation of United States governmental ideals, principles and 
structures.

9-12.GV.2.PC.A
Analyze the varying perspectives of individuals and groups to explain emerging divisions and political philosophies as the United 
States was founded.

9-12.GV.3.CC.A Explain how the central debates of the Constitutional Convention were resolved.

9-12.GV.3.GS.B
Analyze the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution to determine their success in implementing the ideals of the Declaration 
of Independence.

9-12.GV.3.EC.A Compare trade, monetary policy, and taxation under the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution.



Unit 2
The Constitution

Duration 16 days (Sept. 9-Oct. 1) Assessed
Priority Standard(s) 9-12.GV.3.GS.C Analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government to determine how they function and interact.

Supporting Standard(s) 9-12.GV.3.GS.A
Apply the concepts of due process of law, popular sovereignty, rule of law, representation, and federalism to explain the purpose and legacy of 
the Constitution.



Unit 3
Linking Institutions

Duration 28 days (Oct. 2-Nov. 15) Assessed
Priority Standard(s) 9-12.GV.4.CC.C Explain the powers and responsibilities of citizens and institutions to address and solve problems.

Supporting Standard(s)

9-12.GV.4.G.A Analyze state and federal electoral results to determine the influence of social, regional and demographic characteristics.

9-12.GV.3.PC.A
Analyze the varying perspectives of individuals and groups regarding the development of the American governmental system to 
explain emerging divisions and political philosophies.

9-12.GV.3.PC.B Evaluate the intended and unintended impact of government decision-making on individuals, groups, and society.
9-12.GV.4.GS.A Evaluate the role and influence of contemporary political parties on government.

9-12.GV.4.GS.B
Explain a citizen’s legal obligations, as well as opportunities for, engaging with and using local, state, and federal governments to 
shape decision-making.

9-12.GV.4.GS.C Compare the various, processes pertaining to the selection of political leaders at the federal, state, and local level.
9-12.GV.4.PC.A Explain how political parties and interest groups reflect diverse perspectives and are influenced by individuals.
9-12.GV.4.PC.B Evaluate factors that shape public opinion on elections and policy issues.



Unit 4
Federalism & State Govt.

Duration 16 days (Nov. 25th- Dec. 19th) Assessed
Priority Standard(s) 9-12.GV.3.CC.D Analyze the changing relationship between state and federal governmental powers.

Supporting Standard(s) 9-12.GV.3.GS.F Compare the structure and functions of federal, state, and local government



Unit 5
Congress

Duration 24 days (Jan. 6-Feb. 7)) Assessed
Priority Standard(s) 9-12.GV.3.GS.C Analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government to determine how they function and interact.

Supporting Standard(s) 9-12.GV.3.GS.D
Describe and give examples of how the constitutional principle of checks and balances limits the powers of government and 
leaders.

9-12.GV.2.GS.B
Apply the concepts of natural law, social contract, due process of law, and popular sovereignty to explain the purposes and legacy 
of the Declaration of Independence.



Unit 6
Presidency and the Bureaucracy

Duration 18 Days (Feb. 10-March 6) Assessed
Priority Standard(s) 9-12.GV.4.CC.A  Trace the changing power relationships between branches of the United States government over time.

Supporting Standard(s)
9-12.GV.3.CC.C  Trace the significant changes in roles, powers and size of the three branches of government.

9-12.GV.3.EC.B Analyze the changing roles of government in the economy throughout United States history.
9-12.GV.4.EC.A Analyze the role that people, businesses, and government play in taxation and spending required to maintain the public good.



Unit 7
Judiciary, Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

Duration 19 days (March 16-April 9) Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-12.GV.3.GS.E
Explain how the Bill of Rights and subsequent amendments limit the power of government, protect individual liberty, and provide for 
equality under the law.

Supporting Standard(s)

9-12.GV.3.CC.C Trace the significant changes in roles, powers and size of the three branches of government.
9-12.GV.3.PC.B Evaluate the intended and unintended impact of government decision-making on individuals, groups, and society.

9-12.GV.4.PC.C
Predict the consequences that occur when institutions fail to meet the needs of individuals and groups, and when individuals fail to 
carry out their personal responsibilities.


